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sional duties and became independent officials. As with
the state superintendence too, during this period the
county office was in many instances abolished, supplanted
by a different sort of administration, or combined with
some other function. New York, in particular, made
several changes during this period. In 1839 a crude type
of county supervision was undertaken through the ap-
pointment of unsalaried county boards. Two years later
it was arranged to have appointed in their place a "deputy
state superintendent" for each county, but in 1843 these
officials were replaced by "county superintendents,77
Finally, in 1856 the county superintendents themselves
gave way to "school commissioners," one for each as-
sembly district. Their work, in turn, was replaced half
a century afterward by a more nearly efficient type of
intermediate supervision under " district superintendents/7
During the awakening also, the schools in large cities
began to be unified under one management. It was not
until somewhat later that the school districts within these
cities became completely subordinate to the central
management and the term "ward schools" came to express
a species of semi-independence, but within this period a
number of cities besides those which had done so during
the transition, established a distinct system of education
of their own. In all these city systems, the organization -
likewise became more fully developed, and superintendents
of schools began to be appointed to take charge of them.
In 1837 a school superintendency was created in Buffalo
and in Louisville, but the incumbent was at first a layman
and received no salary. It remained for Providence to
employ the first professional and full-time superintendent
in 1839. Springfield followed the example in 1840, New
Orleans in 1841, and Rochester in 1843, and several other